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Contrary to sworn testimony. _thc . 
CIA once considered usin g presiden- 
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald as a 
source of intelligence information, 
about the Soviet Union, according to 
a newly released CIA document. .. 

In sworn testimony before 1 
Warren Commission, former. CLA-j 
Director Richard. Helms said the 
agency never had "or even content' 
plated" any contacts with Oswald. 

The r.twly released document, 
written by an unidentified CIA olficer 
three days after President John F.j 
Kennedy was killed in Dallas on Nov. 
22. 1353. says that "we showed intel- 
ligence interest" in Oswald and "dis- 
cussed . . . the’ laying on of inter 
views." — *• - 

- The unidentified officer added thet 
~i do not know what action developed 
thereafter. 
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- THE ?<TZMO WAS. AMONG hun- 
oreds of pages of documents from 
the CIA's file on Lee Harvey Oswald. 
The material was. released to The 
Associated Press yesterday under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

A second document reveals that 
former CIA Director Allen Dulles, 
while serving as a member ol the 
Warren Commission, privately coun- 
seled CIA officials on' the best way to 
answer questions from the commis- 
sion about allegations that Oswald 
was a CIA agent. - •••■- 

Dulles "thought language which 
road* it clear that Lee Harvey Os- 
watd was never an employe or agent 
of CIA would suffice," an unidenti- 
fied CIA officer wrote Helms in April 
13S4. • • . > 

"I agree with him that a carefully 
phrased denial of .the charges of in- 
volvement with Oswald seemed most 
appropriate." the unidentified officer 
added. • « * -* 


When he appeared before the com- 
mission in May 1954, Helms, then 
head of the agency's clandestine 
services, testified under oath that 
"there's no materia! in the Central 
Intelligence - Agency, either in the 
records or in the mind of any of the 
individuals that there was any con- 
tact had or even comtemplated with” 
^ytOswald. 

THE NOV. 25, 1553. memo explains . 
that the agency's interest in Oswald J 
as a potential intelligence source was 
due to his "unusuai behavior in the 
USSR," to which he had delected in 
1359. 

"We were particularly interested 
in the (deleted) Oswald might pro- 
vide on the Minsk factory in which he 
had been employed, an certain sec- 
tions of the'eity itself, and of course 
we thought the usual (deleted) that 
might help develop (deleted) person- 
ality dossiers," the memo states. 

Tlte memo indicates that Oswald 
was also of interest to the- CIA be- 
. cause of conce rn that bis Ru ssian- 

' bom wife; Marina, might have been 
part of a trend for Soviet women to 
marry foreigners, leave the country 
and settle overseas where they could 
serve as spies. 

THE MEMO ABOUT the agency’s 
interest in Oswald said the discus- 
sions about Oswald occurred “some-' 
time in summer I960.” The author^ 
continued: "I don’t recall if this was' 
discussed while Oswald and his fami-) 
ly were en route to our country or if it; 
was after their arrival." 
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